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1 He realized a long-overdue reinterpretation of Article9 of the Japanese Constitution to
allow Japan’s right under the United Nations Charter to engage in collective self-defense
and therefore embark on a new level of Joint international security cooperation with the
United States and other like-minded states.

2 As a result,the U.S.-Japan alliance is moving from interoperability to interdependence as
both sides increasingly need each other to respond not only to crises but also to long-term
challenges.This is a major shift from the days of American gaiatsu to Japanese leadership.
3 Japan’s military budget, now $50 billion annually, has increased for six straight years as
Tokyo realizes its multi-domain defense force. A critical upcoming test is how Japan will
pursue counterstrike capability and missile defense, which should be part of a larger
discussion within the alliance framework about respective roles, mission, and capabilities;
bilateral and internal command and control relationship; and how these capabilities could
contribute to regional peace and stability.
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